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Introduction
Language is an exceedingly complex faculty that allows us to encode, elaborate and communicate thoughts and experiences through the mediation of arbitrary symbols known as words. The coherent function of the language network and its interactions with other neurocognitive networks depend on an orderly set of interconnections. Much of current understanding of language-related pathways is based on the pioneering work of 19th Century neuroanatomists, such as Reil, Burdach, Meynert, Wernicke, Dejerine. In the 1960s, in a series of influential papers, Geschwind crystallized those early anatomical findings adding new insights into brain connectivity as derived from anatomical, physiological and neuronographic studies both in animals and humans (Geschwind, 1965 (Geschwind, , 1970 Geschwind and Levitsky, 1968) . The neuroanatomy of the human brain that Geschwind relied on was based principally on hand dissection of fixed specimens and the tracing of degeneration in sections stained for myelin. Recent developments in magnetic resonance imaging have introduced new methods, based on diffusion tensor imaging (DTI) tractography (see also Jones, 2008, this issue; Catani and Thiebaut de Schotten, 2008, this issue ) that can reconstruct white matter pathways in the living human brain. The resultant influx of information on human connectional anatomy is likely to modernize the disconnection approach to behavioural neurology and to reinvigorate models 
